
Moving Men Home Begins with Stability.

CAMPAIGN TO RENOVATE
MSC’S NORTH TRYON STREET CAMPUS BUILDING
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RENOVATED SHELTER  
Renovating the existing shelter and supportive services center will result in a facility that provides a welcoming 
environment for all, is safe and functional, and is flexible for the needs of our clients today and into the foresee-
able future.
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Building on a strong foundation.

CURRENT SHELTER
Built in the early 1950s as a supply warehouse and converted to an emergency shelter in the early 1990s, 
the building was donated to Men’s Shelter of Charlotte in 1994. It has been slightly modified over time to 
provide shelter for men experiencing homelessness.
 

With a dedicated purpose to end 
homelessness, Men’s Shelter of 
Charlotte has opened its doors to 

stability and hope to over 50,000 men since 
1981. Men who come to the shelter often have 
shattering stories of job loss, family tragedy, 
addiction, illness, or childhood trauma – some of 
the most common precursors to homelessness. 
Shelter staff are at work 24/7/365 providing safe 
emergency shelter while working to end home-
lessness for each man. In other words, MSC uses 
stable emergency shelter as the first step toward 
moving men home.
 
Building a stable future starts with shelter. The 
current building on North Tryon Street, original-
ly a warehouse, was never intended as a shelter 
for men experiencing homelessness. Today, the 
60 year old structure needs significant overhaul.  
The roof, heating, air conditioning, mechanical, 
plumbing, and electrical systems either require 
total replacement or major repair. 

Renovations will also improve and expand space 
for the supportive services necessary to help 
men move from the shelter into more appropri-
ate housing.  
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Building stability transforms lives.
“I recently attended Kevin’s 

wedding (former client) 
and he pulled me aside to 

say that if it weren’t for the 
Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, 

he wouldn’t be getting 
married that day.”  

- PAMELA BENNETT, 
SHELTER DIRECTOR

A highly functional shelter is core to end-
ing homelessness for each man.  Provid-
ing a safe, welcoming place to sleep is 

critical to getting men off the streets and begin-
ning to build trust. Having a place to meet basic 
needs – food, showers, beds – as well as provide 
critical support services including medical and 
mental health care, substance abuse treatment, 
employment assistance, special care for Veter-
ans, and housing placement in a safe, welcoming 
environment builds the type of stability that is 
conducive to helping men move forward.

Our vision for Men’s Shelter of Charlotte’s ren-
ovation is to create a highly functional facility to 
transform the lives of the men we serve and to 
strengthen our community. This vision requires 
an updated facility designed with the flexibility 
to respond to the changing needs of our clients 
by offering programs that support them both 
now and in the future.

The renovated building will provide better 
amenities to stabilize the men through safe 
shelter, customized programs, services, and 
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supports that fast track them from Men’s Shelter 
of Charlotte to a place to call home…and keep 
them there.

The Men’s Shelter of Charlotte is committed 
to ending homelessness, so there will be no 
additional beds added during the renovation.
The emergency shelter will also remain open 
throughout construction because there is no-
where else for men experiencing homelessness 
to go. 

The building, however, has to be gutted and 
rebuilt from the ground up. Major items include 
replacing the roof and HVAC systems, relocat-
ing the kitchen and dining hall, and reconfigur-
ing dormitory space to better accommodate the 
unique needs of the men we serve. 

The renovated shelter will provide specialized 
accommodations for Veterans and medical 
respite patients. Improved spaces for medical, 
dental, and other supportive services will be de-
signed for maximum effectiveness. The Housing 
& Employment Resource Center and the David 
Brock Learning Center will both be expanded 
to help more men prepare to move home. The 
complete cost of the renovation is $7 million. 

CURRENT
DINING HALL
MSC’s North Tryon Street 
Campus is the hub of all 
meal service activities.  
The kitchen prepares 
5 meals each day: 3 for 
the North Tryon Street 
Shelter and 2 for our 
Statesville Avenue Shelter. 
Volunteers play a major 
role in preparing and 
serving meals. The current 
kitchen and dining hall are 
ill equipped to provide so 
many meals.   

RENOVATED 
DINING HALL
The renovated dining 
hall is designed to offer 
flexibility. Natural lighting 
along with access from 
the courtyard and prox-
imity to classrooms make 
the dining hall suitable 
for larger programs and 
classes, including those 
involving the community.
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ENDING HOMELESSNESS
Since 2012 MSC has moved 1425 men into more 
appropriate housing.

ENSURING STABILITY
MSC has 400 emergency shelter beds between its 
two campuses on N. Tryon Street and Statesville 
Avenue. 

Post-renovation MSC will still have 400 beds. 

Ending homelessness requires less reliance on 
emergency shelter and more emphasis on the best 
practices of rapid re-housing, family reunification, and 
diversion. 

MSC provides both emergency shelter assistance 
and housing solutions that end homelessness.  All of 
these activities require a safe, functional building as a 
base of operations.

The rendering (above) depicts smaller, more private 
dormitories post-renovation.  These flexible spaces 
can easily be converted for other mission-related 
activities as the demand for emergency shelter beds 
is reduced.

3 GOALS FOR RENOVATING MSC’S 
NORTH TRYON STREET CAMPUS 
BUILDING:

1  Provide a safe place that is welcoming to clients, 
volunteers, staff, and the community

2  Provide a functional place that is most conducive 
to helping men quickly become stable and then 
move to more appropriate housing, thus ending 
their homeless experience

3 Provide a flexible building that not only meets 
todays’ needs but is designed in such a way that it 
can be easily converted to meet the needs of the 
agency for the next twenty plus years

PROVIDING HOUSING
A key to ending homelessness is Men’s Shelter of 
Charlotte’s ability to help men move into more 
appropriate housing. 

The map (right) illustrates where men moved into 
rental housing with MSC’s assistance during fiscal 
year 2014-2015.  Using a scattered-sites approach to 
rapid rehousing, MSC is able to help men live where 
they want to throughout our community.

Building on proven success.
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Building for the future.

We invite you to make a difference 
in your community by investing 
in Men’s Shelter of Charlotte’s 

mission to provide safe emergency shelter while 
working to end homelessness for each man. 

MSC’s renovated North Tryon Street Campus 
building will help to meet the many and varied 
needs of the men experiencing homelessness who 
turn to us for shelter and supportive services.

We serve a diverse population of men who face 
barriers to employment and housing, and are 
lacking the support needed to sustain both. 

YOUR INVESTMENT NOW 
WILL BUILD MORE THAN

A BETTER SHELTER…

IT WILL BUILD A
BETTER FUTURE FOR
OUR COMMUNITY!

They are Veterans and youth; the skilled and 
unskilled; educated and illiterate; employed, 
unemployed, and under-employed; men 
challenged with disabilities, medical needs, 
and mental illnesses. They are fathers, sons, 
brothers, grandfathers, and husbands. They are 
citizens and neighbors.

Regardless of the path which leads them to the 
Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, they need our help 
and yours to move from homelessness to home. 
Our campaign is about inspiring individuals to 
see what is possible, demonstrating an impact-
ful return on investment, and inviting everyone 
to join us in getting there. 

MOVING
MEN

HOME

M O V I N G  M E N  H O M E     |     M E N ’ S  S H E L T E R  O F  C H A R L O T T E



Housing Support HomeIncome

Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, Inc.
P.O. Box 36471
Charlotte, NC 28236 

Randall Hitt
Director of Philanthropy
704.334.3187 x 109 

www.MensShelterofCharlotte.org

Mission
Men’s Shelter of Charlotte is dedicated to providing safe 
emergency shelter while working to end homelessness
for each man.


